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1 . UNITED FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLE ASSOCIATION REPRE- 
SENTATIVE JACK STUDEBAKER INFORMED DEPARTMENT THAT A 
NUMBER OF VENEZUELAN GRAPE IMPORTERS ARE SUFEICIENTLY 
UNCERTAIN OF CTV STEVEDORES WILLINGNESS TO UNLOAD GRAPES 
THAT THEY ARE WITHHOLDING LETTERS OE CREDIT, THUS THREATEN- 
ING SUBSTANTIAL SALES OF US GRAPES TO VENEZUELAN CHRISTMAS 
MARKET. MR. STUDEBAKER STATED THAT HE IS ATTEMPTING TO 
RESOLVE THE PROBLEM THROUGH CONTACT WITH THE TEAMSTERS AND 
AFL-CIO AND, VIA CALIFORNIA PRODUCERS, WITH VENEZUELAN 
GRAPE IMPORTERS, BUT SO FAR WITHOUT SUCCESS. HE REQUESTED 
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DEPARTMENT ASSISTANCE, PARTICULARLY IN LIGHT OF THE NEXT 
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SHIPMENT WHICH HAD BEEN SCHEDULED TO DEPART EOR VENEZUELA 
ON NOVEMBER 26. 

2. MR. STUDEBAKER SUBSEQUENTLY PHONED BACK NOVEMBER 1 1 

TO REPORT THAT SEVERAL VENEZUELAN GRAPE ORDERS HAD COME IN 
AND IT APPEARED THAT THE NOVEMBER 26 SHIPMENT WOULD BE MADE. 
HE NONETHELESS REQUESTED DEPARTMENT ASSISTANCE IN ENDING 
BOYCOTT. ARA:NC:V RESPONDED THAT WE WOULD CABLE EMBASSY 

CARACAS ON THE MATTER, BUT SUGGESTED THAT HIS PRESENT 
EEEORTS WITH US LABOR ORGANIZATIONS AND THE GRAPE IMPORT- 
ERS OFEERED THE MOST APPROPRIATE CHANNEL TO RESOLVE THE 
ISSUE. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: WE WOULD APPRECIATE AN UPDATED 
EMBASSY READING OE THE SITUATION IN ORDER TO RESPOND TO 
MR. STUDEBAKER, BUT WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT THE USG 
SHOULD NOT STIR UP THE POT ON THIS ONE. KISSINGER 
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